This book reviews 223 publications from 53 journals and is divided into 12 sections over 390 pages. Each summary is followed by editorial comment.
The majority of articles reviewed were published in 2002 or 2003. The largest sections cover the airway, lungs and sepsis. This reviewer found the section on thromboembolism particularly well written, and there are reviews of topics that one might not normally read. However, readers interested in nephrology will be disappointed, with only three renal publications included.
Given the power of the Internet for literature search and review (e.g. PubMed) and the ability of medical libraries in Australia and New Zealand to access electronic versions of journal articles soon after publication, there may a shrinking need for this breed of book.
Its strength should therefore come from its topic selection and its editorial quality and content.
However, whilst there are some excellent sections, I am not sure that it succeeds at these levels. Each summary is generally presented in slightly more depth than a conventional PubMed abstract and although some of the accompanying editorial reviews are comprehensive with useful references, many are quite brief. All have a heavy North American bias with 41 of the 43 contributors from U.S. institutions.
This reviewer prefers the style, content and value for money of other currently available yearbooks. I would not recommend this book for individual purchase and at a price of $196 it may only be a book for the library that must have everything. However, most would be better advised to subscribe to one of the periodic publications that provide a timelier and, This is a scholarly practical book. Regional and general anaesthetic techniques and pharmacology are described for vaginal delivery, obstetric and post partum surgery, and operations for assisted reproduction, early pregnancy, non obstetric and fetal surgery. It is easy to locate major topics. Each chapter has a summary at the beginning and a list of key points at the end. Diagrams are clear and up-to-date.
Instead of irrelevant pictures classifying placentae of different animals, human adult and fetal regional blood supply and oxygen consumption are summarized and compared by helpful pie graphs. Pharmacology is not as concise. Figure 4 .1 uses the same colour key to indicate fetal pH 7.4 and pH 7.0 and thus fails to show the effects of fetal pH on transfer of opioid across human placenta. Older definitions of chirality are given, that enantiomers are determined by rotation of plane of polarized light, rather than the r-or s-arrangement of the four substituent groups attached to the chiral atom.
The pictures of dermatomes indicating the intensity and distribution of parturition pain, first published in 1980 by Bonica, are not used in this book. They are unnecessary with the wealth of up-todate information. New targets for drug delivery are mooted in the description of interindividual variation in pain perception, brain imaging, genetic cytokine production, endocervical C fibre subtype and other peripheral afferent neurophysiology.
Fetal monitoring is thorough and relevant to anaesthesia. Provided guidelines for good anaesthetic practice are followed, there are no data to suggest that any anaesthetic drug or technique, including maternal inspired oxygen concentration, protects fetal neurological function. There is no scientific basis for the 30-minute rule for emergency caesarean delivery.
Most of the chapters on regional anaesthesia are orthodox and similar to Australian practice. Combined spinal epidural-techniques are included, though the description of epidural volume extension 280 BOOK REVIEWS Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. 33, No. 2, April 2005 
